VDHA: Adopt a Head Start

Strategic Plan

Vision: To improve the oral health status of Head Start children and families

Goals and Objectives:

Goal 1: To improve access to preventive oral health services.

Objectives:

1. Recruit dentists to provide the required dental exam.

2. Utilize volunteer dental hygienists to provide oral screenings when dental exam has not been performed.

3. Utilize dental hygienists to apply fluoride varnish under general supervision.

4. Maintain list of local dental hygienists available to the program.

Goal 2:  To increase knowledge and awareness of the importance of oral health.

Objectives: Utilize volunteer dental hygienists to:

1. Provide oral health education to Head Start staff

2. Provide oral health education to Head Start parents

3. Provide oral health education to Head Start children in classrooms.

Goal 3: To improve access to dental treatment services.

Objectives:

1. Recruit dentists to provide dental treatment services to Head Start children.

a. Raise awareness through local dental study groups, etc.

b. Develop and mail letter to local dentists.

2. Maintain a current list of available dental providers

a. Volunteer

b. DORAL Smiles for Children

Goal 4: To maintain an advisory relationship regarding oral health issues for Head Start    


  children.

Objectives:

1. Component Head Start liaison serves on Head Start health advisory committee.

Goal 5: To act as advocates regarding the oral health needs of the Virginia Head Start 


  children.


Objectives:

1. Advocate locally for individual Head Start children needing services.

2. Raise public awareness of local non-profit partners and legislators.

